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A group submitted signatures to limit the amount charged at kidney dialysis clinics in Ohio and inspect them more often. Ohio 
voters have a long history of weighing in on complicated, sometimes esoteric, state policies. CHRISTOPHER FURLONG/GETTY IMAGES 


Kidney dialysis, drug possession penalties 
could be decided at the polls in November 


Jessie Balmert Cincinnati Enquirer 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


COLUMBUS - Are you well-versed in kidney 
dialysis pricing? Do you understand how Medi- 
caid pays for prescription drugs? 

Ohioans have been asked to vote on a slew of 
complicated — and sometimes oddly specific — 
ballot initiatives in recent years. 

This November could be no exception. 

One group submitted signatures recently to 
limit the amount charged at kidney dialysis 
clinics and inspect them more frequently. 

Another would reduce drug possession pen- 
alties from a felony, which could result in prison 
time, to a misdemeanor, among other changes. 
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Both could be on the fall ballot if proponents 
submitted enough valid signatures — something 
county and state election officials will check by 
July 24. 

Ohio voters have a long history of weighing in 
on complicated, sometimes esoteric, state pol- 
icies. Last year, voters defeated Issue 2, a Cali- 
fornia-based billionaire’s attempt to reconfigure 
drug prices. In 1994 and 2017, voters overwhelm- 
ingly passed victims’ bills of rights. 

Those are far from the oddest. 

In 1976, Ohio voters eliminated language in 
the state constitution that barred those who par- 
ticipate in duels from holding public office. 


See BALLOT, Page 7A 


Online: Cincinnati.ccom Facebook: Enquirer — Cincinnati and Kentucky 


Instagram: @enquirer 


“Voters 
oftentimes 
don’t have 
the time to 
research 
these issues. 
This is no 
way to run 

a railroad.” 


Dale Butland 
Ohio political strategist 
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LOCAL, 4A 


Homeless 
encampment 
has to go 

City permanently clear- 


ing out people living 
under I-71 overpass. 
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BUSINESS, 12A 


Ex-Bengal 
tackling 
Homearama 
First African-American 


homebuilder featured at 
luxury homes showcase. 


SPORTS, 1C 


Hard work 
made Suárez 
an All-Star 


Third baseman example 
of what has gone right 
with Reds’ rebuild. 


Weather 


High 88° I Low 73° 
Less humid. Forecast, 2A 


